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DECADE OF DECISION 


These thinas are basic 


to The Program of Advance of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) 
for the Decade of Decision... 


The task of the Church is to redeem man, change him, bring him into his 
true inheritance as a son of God by sharing the light of the Gospel with him. 


The call of the Church is to live in the world with man. It must be con- 
* cerned with man. It must be dedicated to the purpose of God for man. It 

must answer the needs of man and envelop him in the love of God. It 
must champion his rights and his dignity. 


% The decade of the 1960’s is a crucial time in history, one of great spiritual 
needs and opportunities whichcall for prophetic witness and for united action. 


: 


The Crusader’s Bells of Jerusalem. In the distance is the Dome of the Rock and Mount of Olives. 
You will see this on the fourteenth day of your Maupintour Middle East tour. 


See your Travel Agent or mail this 
coupon now to Maupintour for folders. 
Write Harriet-Louise H. Patterson, Director, Middle East 


Tour Program, Maupintour, 1236 Massachusetts Street, 
Lawrence, Kansas. 


1960-1961 tour departure dates: 


DEPART RETURN DEPART RETURN 


! 

| 

| Tourl9 Nov.18 Dec.12 Tour28 July 7 July3l 
‘| Tour20 Dec.9 Jan. 3 Tour29 July14 Aug. 7 
| Tour2l Jan.20 Feb.13 Tour30 July28 Aug. 21 
, Tour22 Feb.17 Mar.13 Tour3l Aug. 4 Aug. 28 
| 
! 
1 
! 
1 
| 
! 
| 


name 


Tour23 Mar.17 Aprill0 Tour32 Aug.11 Sept. 4 
Tour24 Aprill4 May 8 Tour33 Sept.1 Sept. 25 
Tour25 May12 June 5 Tour34 Oct.6 Oct. 30 

June 9 July 3 Tour35 Nov.3 Nov.27 


address 
a 0 ti Se. 
Maupintour / Middle East Tour Experts 


Offices in New York, Washington, San Francisco, ‘sé Maupintour 
Brussels, and Lawrence, Kansas. 


Junel6 July10 Tour36 Dec. 8 


2 (1378) THE CHRISTIAN 





Vol. 98, No. 44 


HOWARD E. SHORT 
Editor 


JAMES M. FLANAGAN 
Associate Editor 


RALPH E. BUREMAN 
Assistant Editor 


STAFF 


WILLIAM K. FOX, Consulting Editor 
DON SMITH, Layout Artist 
CHRISTINE BUDER, Research 


COLUMNISTS 


Carl R. Brown, Robert A. Fangmeier, Charles c Kemp, 
Richard E. Lentz, Samuel F. Pugh, Mrs. J. D. Wyker. 


IN THIS ISSUE 





THIS ISSUE calls attention to the 
assembly of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches which 
got under way Oct. 21 in Louisville. 
Some of the features and articles 
are worth special mention. 


“Our Decision—His Mission” is 
adapted from the address of Dr. 
Loren E. Lair which was delivered 
on the opening night (p. 5). 


Convention information of inter- 
est is on the back page of this issue. 


Devotions for the Sunday morning 
during the assembly are on page 30. 


Don’t miss the editorials (p. 8) 
and the convention sidelights and 
other information in DEADLINE (p. 
11). 


Finally, but by no means least in 
importance, we believe you will find 
many of the ads both interesting 
and informative.—EDITORS 
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Our Decision— 


The Disciples’ Decisive Decade 
Calls for Collective Commitment 


His Mission 





HE theme of this Convention, 
“Our Decision—His Mission,” 


has been chosen wisely. What 
we must face is what our deci- 
sion as Disciples of Christ is to 
be. 

The theme communicates a 
collective decision. This means 
the act or acts required to reach 
some fixed opinions about our 
purposes and program for the 
decade. We are called upon to 
develop the qualities of life that 
will make us resolute and firm 
in carrying out these purposes 
and this program. Let us con- 
sider what we are proposing 
when we say our decision is to 
be His mission. 

The Disciples of Christ, as a 
family of God, are to reach some 
fixed opinions about our purpose 
and program for the decade. We 
are to develop the qualities of 
life that will make us resolute in 
fulfilling this program. 


I. Fixed Purpose and Program 


Since 1955 a large and repre- 
sentative group has been seeking 
to develop a program that will 





Dr. Lair is the executive 
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assure us the means to achieve 
our potential for the Kingdom of 
God through committee meet- 
ings: through the process of 
drafting and redrafting by the 
responsibly elected program plan- 
ning groups of the brotherhood; 
through continued study of our 
financial means and the over- 
whelming needs of the world; 
through listening conferences 
where 2,000 ministers, laymen, 
and laywomen shared their 
dreams for us as a family of 
God; through presentations at 
state conventions; through of- 
ficial acts by the boards and 
agencies of our people—through 
all of these means we have ar- 
rived at the program which shall 
be our fixed and determined pur- 
pose for the next ten years. 

What is this program? It is 
a challenge to move out from the 
routine way of conducting the 
business of the Kingdom. It isa 
protest against the echoes and 
re-echoes of “doing business in 
the usual way,” of sounding the 
same old cliches, of the practice 
of giving lip service to God and 
the Church as the hope of the 
world while refusing to give Him 
our time, our talent and our 
treasure. 

The program calls us to these 
decisions: 


And a Disciplined Dedication 


by Loren E. Lair 


President 


International Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) 


1. That persons are to be won 
to Christ and not merely to mem- 
bership in an institution. 


2. That a lay leadership is to 
be educated in the full knowl- 
edge and purpose of the Church 
and its mission. 


3. That a ministry is to be 
recruited in sufficient number to 
give voice in every congregation 
to the will of God. 


4. That a social consciousness 
must be created and directed to- 
ward the Christian solution of 
the problems that plague our 
culture. 


5. That at least 1,500 new 
churches shall be _ established 
where persons are to be found in 
our mobile and growing popula- 
tion. 


6. That the minimum steward- 
ship potential of 404 million dol- 
lars shall be raised to undergird 
the witness of Christ at home and 
around the world. 


7. That ecumenical concerns 
shall be activated and supported 
so that, indeed, the “church 
might be one” in the mission 
Christ entrusted to it. 


8. That every member of this 
community of God called the Dis- 
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ciples of Christ shall be faced 
with a revolutionary dimension 
of askings so that at least the 
tithe of our income might be the 
minimum expression of our part- 
nership with God. 


These are the “specifics” of 
the program of the Decade of 
Decision. However, a deeper 
question haunts us: Are we to 
put our trust only in a program, 
however challenging and how- 
ever planned? If we do, we will 
miss the mark during the decade, 
becoming skilled technicians in 
the development of a churchly 
institution and failing to under- 
stand the purpose of our tech- 
niques. What a tragedy if we 
were to meet goals and objectives 
but fail to fulfill the mission 
for which we are sent. We are 
compelled to stake out the prin- 
ciples that underlie the program 
and manifest a commitment to 
these principles. 


II. Undergirding Principles 


No program is worthy unless 
it is based on sound principles. 
Jesus sets forth principles and 
trusts his followers to make the 
rules to apply them. 

For example, Jesus taught the 
principle of non-violence by his 
admonition to “turn the other 


cheek,” “go the second mile,” 
and “the inheritance of the 
meek.” 


Again, He gave love as a great 
principle when he taught “love 
of enemies,” “giving of life out 
of love,” and “love of God and 
neighbor’ as summing up the 
whole law. 

We do one of two things with 
these principles. Either we can 
fulfill his mission and be his 
envoys and delegates among men 
by accepting the principles and 
living them; or we can accept 
but scorn them as impractical in 
our society. Either we develop 
a society of missioners with a 
sense of being “‘sent persons’”’ to 
perform the special work of 
God, or we become followers of 
Christ in name only—involved 
in building of human institutions 
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and programs that may prove 
successful in the eyes of men, 
but are weak and failing in the 
eyes of God. 


This program of our people 
for the next ten years is based 


upon principles. Let us consider 
them. 


1. Every program activity is 
to be measured against our un- 
derstanding of the nature and 
mission of the Church and how 
it can further that mission. 


2. The mission of the Church 
is one; therefore, agencies, 
boards, and local congregations 
are only effective units when 
they submerge their loyalties to 
themselves into the larger loyalty 
of this mission. 


3. Every agency, board, and 
congregation is to have a Chris- 
tian concern for the work of 
each other and mutual helpful- 
ness instead of self-aggrandize- 
ment is to be our practice. 

4. Growth to our minimum 
stewardship potential is to take 
place year by year which means 
that we are through with pitiful 
cries that our goals are raised 
every year no matter how much 
is accomplished. 

5. The program is designed to 
permit each congregation to set 
its own objectives within the 
framework that its function is 
to become a .community of per- 
sons committed to selfless serv- 
ice to the will of God. 

6. The whole church is to be 
working at the whole task of 
winning the whole world to 
Christ. 


7. A unified approach is to be 
made to the churches on behalf 
of program activities and finan- 
cial undergirding of the regular 
and capital needs of the whole 
brotherhood. 


8. We shall develop a structure 
which permits the fulfillment of 
these principles yet safeguards 
our historic belief that the 
church is a “community of com- 
munities.” 


To these principles the various 
agencies and boards have given 





consent. To these _ principles 
every local congregation among 
the Christian Churches is being 
asked to give expression through 
the most intensive every-church 
visitation ever conducted. 


How shall we act upon these 
principles? We could merely 
consent to them as correct and 
ideal and then continue our 
autonomous ways, preferring 
freedom with license to freedom 
with responsibility. Our other 
choice is to consent to and accept 
them and practice them during 
the decade no matter how diffi- 
cult the disciplines, nor how un- 
charted the seas we travel. 


If the Disciples of Christ fol- 
low the first course of action, 
We may grow and prosper but 
only as a sect, a fragment of the 
Church of God. If we follow 
the second course of action we 
will have a new birth in Christ, 
a new sense of purpose as a peo- 
ple, a new witness within the 
whole of Christendom, and a 
certainty, an awareness that we 
are a body of people sent by 
God to be His envoys and dele- 
gates to the culture of our day. 

We call upon the whole brother- 
hood to take the second road. 
We have faith that it will do so. 


Ill. What Does It Take? 


We have noted the fixed pur- 
pose and program of the Dis- 
ciples of Christ for the next 
decade. We have cautioned 
against the reliance upon pro- 
gram only. We have set forth 
the principles which undergird 
the program. We have indicated 
the ways in which we may deal 
with these principles. 


What remains to outline the 
theme of this assembly is to point 
up the qualities of life which will 
help us be firm in our resolve 
and decision to be a body of peo- 
ple intent upon His mission, 


This we can do by discussing 
the quality of the Disciples’ 
corporate life and the quality of 
the members who make up this 
community of God. 


(Continued on page 10.) 
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The Chaplain Must Have the 
Missionary Zeal of Paul, the 
Wisdom of Solomon and Love of People 


The Brotherhood 
and the Chaplains 


EN young ministers, recent graduates from ac- 
"D ainan seminaries, went to Indianapolis last 
June to meet the members of the Commission on 
Chaplaincy Endorsement of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), 
the endorsement agency for Christian Church min- 
isters for all chaplaincies. 

In a panel discussion these young ministers were 
informed of the brotherhood’s interest in and 
concern for the chaplain. Walter MacGowan, 
chairman of the commission, in answering the 
question, “What does the brotherhood want in a 
chaplain?” stressed the fact that all essentials of a 
good minister of the Lord were basic requirements, 
to which he added, “the missionary zeal of the 
Apostle Paul, the wisdom of Solomon and the love 
of people exemplified in all saints.” 

Carl M. Boyd, director of chaplaincy services 
for The United Christian Missionary Society and 
secretary of the commission, highlighted the work 
of the commission and its responsibilities by lift- 
ing up these points: (1) The Procurement of 
Chaplains; (2) Fellowship Through Field Visits; 
(3) Retreats for the Chaplain and His Family; (4) 
Publishing of The Disciple Chaplain; (5) Pro- 
viding Literature for the Chaplain; and (6) As- 
sistance in Relocation After Military Service Is 
Ended. 

D. Ervin Sheets, representative of the Pension 
Fund, lifted up the help to the chaplain through 
this agency. 

Spencer Austin, executive secretary of Unified 
Promotion, held before the prospective chaplains 
the fact that as chaplains they would represent a 
great brotherhood in carrying on the traditions of 
World War II chaplains and those presently serv- 
ing on active duty. 


The Commission on Chaplaincy Endorsement 
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carries out the expressed mandate of the churches 
through convention action, and, “in recognition of 
its responsibility to the parent body, seeks in good 
conscience to examine the training, experience and 
qualifications of all applicants who are considering 
the chaplaincy of whatever kind, where endorse- 
ment on the part of our brotherhood is required, 
seeking such men as shall be truly ecumenical in 
spirit, who by training, skill and faith, can repre- 
sent our brotherhood in the exacting service of the 
chaplaincy.” 

There are basic standards set by the military and 
Veterans Administration for all chaplains. Be- 
yond these requirements the commission, in recog- 
nition of the fact that the chaplain must be broadly 
ecumenical in his relationships, serving as “all 
things to all men” yet holding to the convictions 
of his faith, position and his Christian conscience, 
examines the candidate as to his successful leader- 
ship of a local congregation, his skill in pastoral 
relationships, his reasons for entering the chap- 
laincy, his character, appearance, religious faith 
and training. 

In this manner a two-way relationship is estab- 
lished. On the one hand by the brotherhood, which 
through the commission validates the chaplain— 
trained, ordained and chosen by the church—and 
on the other, by the chaplain, as he ‘represents 
faithfully and well the concern of the Christian 
Churches for the spiritual well-being of the young 
men and women, and their dependents, in the 
military forces and veterans administration hos- 
pitals. 

The brotherhood is assured that only the finest 
ministers are selected for this challenging duty, 
and the 118 Christian Church chaplains presently 
on active duty are given assurance that they shall 
be held closely in the heart of the brotherhood, 
that neither they nor those whom they serve, shall 
be “forgotten men.” 


DESIGN FOR A DREAM 


Our freedom holds a timeless quality 

That has forever shone in eyes and hearts 

Of real America, and brought our dreams 

Unto reality. Not want nor fear 

Nor war can quench its glow. But our too smug, 
Complacent living sometimes makes this light 
Grow dim, and flicker for a while, unkept. 


Yet, in the stillness of an early dawn 

This dream for all men will shine out again; 

And when a shadow hovers on the world, 

America holds high the torch to show 

That freedom lives, and western lands are bright. 


—Grace Barker Wilson 
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Our Decision—His Mission 


HE mission of Christ and the Church 

always remains the same. Each genera- 
tion, each individual, decides what to do 
about it. Under the above title, the Louis- 
ville assembly of the International Conven- 
tion has been making such a decision. With 
the date of this issue of THE CHRISTIAN, the 
assembly is history, but, in actuality, this 
October 30 issue has come into the hands of 
each one attending the Saturday evening ses- 
sion, October 22. 

What is the mission of Jesus Christ? We 
have expressed it in so many, varied theolog- 
ical phrases that we often fail to see it in 
its full simplicity. He demonstrated his 
work as he taught its meaning. Shall we 
say that obedience to the will of God was, and 
is, his mission? 

He did not stop with teaching a fact. He 
worked out the perfect example of this obedi- 
ence in redemptive love, in fellowship with 
people. The sick, the sinners, the hungry 
and the sad, all these felt the results of his 
obedience. 

With us, it doesn’t seem to be so easy. 
There is always a broad no man’s land be- 
tween our theories and our practices, in 
which we hesitate to walk. Or, perhaps we 
do not want to pay the price. 

Obedience to the will of God led’ Jesus to 
the cross. It led him up from the grave. 
Jesus is the Christ, through whom God now 
seeks to minister to his people and to save 
them. His mission is under way. 

The Louisville assembly must not let a 
single person imagine that we have a decade 
in which to make a decision! No Christian 
dare wait that long. It might be too late. 
If the program we call “The Decade of Deci- 
sion” is to have any significant worth in ac- 
complishing Christ’s mission, several thou- 
sand people had better decide to make it so, 
in Louisville. 

The period prior to 1970 should be a decade 
in which we see what influence our decisions 
may have for good. Five years have been 
used in planning for “The Decade.” Six days 
are being spent in Louisville to consider the 
mission we face. That’s long enough for the 
preliminaries. 

The relation between the individual and 
the group is just as important and just as 
illusive in this matter as in any other. A 


lot of individuals are already committed to 
a program which they believe will further 
Christ’s mission in the decade. Many people 
know what the details are—how we are hop- 
ing to express our love, compassion and con- 
cern for the people of God. 

We could all know. It has been talked and 
discussed where we could have participated 
in the plans. It is now printed and avail- 
able in each local congregation. The problem 
now is to get whole congregations spiritually 
committed. Names on papers, or votes, will 
not mean that we are committed, except to 
outward, tangible goals. And, unless there 
is inward resolve and utter devotion, the 
goals which can be tabulated will never be 
reached. 

The spirit is high. The tempo is increas- 
ing. Thousands of congregations are about 
to decide to unite for the furtherance of 
Christ’s mission now. We must be at it with- 
out any delay. 


Sure, There’s Business 


F COURSE there were a lot of business 
sessions at the Louisville Assembly! 
Why shouldn’t there be? There is a revival 
song, with pretty much of a ragtime tune, if 
we remember correctly, which has the phrase, 
“T’m here on business for my King.” Mid- 
twentieth century is no time to decide that 
the business can be accomplished by prayer 
and fasting alone. 

There weren’t many congregations in New 
Testament times and they didn’t have many 
practical matters to decide. When they did, 
the leaders gathered, discussed and came to a 
workable conclusion. (See Acts 15 for one 
example.) 


It is more complicated today. The impact 
of the message on non-Christian lands, for 
example, must be a mighty effort by the 
whole church. The churches in assembly 
decide how to proceed and delegate serv- 
ants to carry out the details. Those who 
decry business conventions are often the first 
to criticize if they feel that some secretary 
is acting on his own to carry on the mission 
because he had no clear instructions from 
the churches. 

If the “messengers” who have been sent to 
Louisville participate in the business ses- 
sions, and then explain them at home, “the 
King’s business” will be done. 
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The Church at Large 





Supreme Court Faces Religious Issues 


WASHINGTON D. C.—The United States Supreme Court opened its 
fall term here with a record load of cases, including several that may 
bring sweeping rulings on religious issues. 


Before the high tribunal were 
450 cases of which 26 involve 
issues of direct interest to church 
groups. 

The court has five appeals pend- 
ing which challenge the constitu- 
tionality of laws that prohibit com- 
mercial activities on Sunday. 

The laws of Massachusetts, Penn- 
sylvania, and Maryland are being 
attacked on the ground that they 
impose upon Jewish merchants and 
others observance on the “Chris- 
tian Sabbath,” thus discriminating 
against religious groups who observe 
a different day of rest and imposing 
a religious doctrine upon citizens 
in a manner that violates freedom 
of conscience. 

Meanwhile, a law in Pennsylvania 
requiring the reading of a selection 
from the Bible at the opening of 
each session of public schools has 
been challenged and the U. S. 
tribunal is expected to hear the ap- 
peal since lower courts have held it 
unconstitutional. 

The court has agreed also to rule 
on another very controversial sub- 
ject, the constitutionality of Con- 
necticut’s state law forbidding the 
dissemination of contraceptive in- 
formation of any kind, forbidding its 
practice, and barring physicians 
from prescribing it. 

As if these controversial issues 
were not enough for one term, the 
Supreme Court also is confronted 
with an appeal from Roy P. Torcaso 
of Silver Spring, Md., who was 
denied a commission as a notary 
public by the state of Maryland be- 
cause he said he did not believe in 
God. The state said a non-believer 
would not administer oaths which 
invoke the name of the Deity. 

The court also faces half a dozen 
cases dealing with censorship of 
obscene books, magazines, and 
movies. It has agreed to hear one 
case already, that involving the 
movie “Don Juan,” and will study 
the other appeals. 

In addition, the court has the ap- 
peals of three Jehovah’s Witnesses 
from draft act convictions, claiming 
to be ministers, a contention rarely 
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allowed by Selective Service or by 
the court. 

The court also has a number of 
cases challenging gambling laws, 
seizure of pinball machines, and 
other matters of concern to religious 
groups. 


Quakers Backing UN 
By Voluntary Taxation 


SAN FRANciIsco—Voluntary taxa- 
tion of Quakers to raise funds for 
United Nations program, first started 
by a Quarker group in Illinois last 
January, is spreading to the West 
Coast, Alaska and Hawaii, it was 
reported here. 

Mrs. Virginia Brink, a member of 
the Pacific Yearly Meeting’s Peace 
Committee, said that members of 
the group have endorsed the idea 
to tax themselves one per cent of 
their gross incomes for the UN. 

This Yearly Meeting, she said, in- 
cludes some 30 local groups along 
the Pacific coast and in the 49th 
and 50th states. 


Meeting in Berlin 





—RNS 


BEFORE THE REICHSTAG near the 
Soviet Zone border in Berlin, Evan- 
gelist Billy Graham greets former 
Capt. Mitsuo Fuchida, who led the 
Japanese Navy’s air attack on Pearl 
Harbor in 1941 and after the war 
became a Christian evangelist. Dr. 
Graham was holding a series of 
rallies in Berlin as part of his 1960 
Crusade in Germany 


Protestant Leaders See 
Little Hope for Unity 
With Roman Church 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Dr. Karl 
Barth of the University of Basel, 
Switzerland, one of the world’s most 
renowned Protestant theologians, 
believes that  Protestant-Roman 
Catholic unity “cannot yet be in 
prospect.” 

But he said there is “possibly a 
new brotherly discussion conerning 
what can unite Rome and us, and 
concerning that which must always 
divide Rome and us.” 

He was one of a panel of 25 
Protestant religious scholars in the 
United States and seven other coun- 
tries who joined in a symposium 
conducted by Christianity Today, 
Protestant fortnightly published 
here. The other countries were, in 
addition to Switzerland, Holland, 
England, France, Canada, Australia 
and Scotland. 

In citing the “new brotherly dis- 
cussion,” Dr. Barth said “we must 
reckon with the strange possibility 
that some day it might be apparent 
that what must and could unite 
Rome and us is comprehended in 
certain Roman spheres just as well, 
if not better, than in large segments 
of our own Protestant constituency.” 

Seventeen of the contributors to 
the symposium were from the United 
States. They included Dr. Reinhold 
Niebuhr, professor emeritus of 
Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, who said: I see many hopeful 
signs of more Catholic-Protestant 
dialogues than there have been 
and I think these dialogues could be 
creative.” But, he added, “I see no 
sign whatever of a Catholic-Prot- 
estant church unity.” 


FBI Chief Honored 


HINSDALE, ILL.—J. Edgar Hoover, 
director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation since 1924, was 
awarded the 1960 Peace Medal of 
the Third Order of St. Francis in 
North America. 

Mr. Hoover, who is a Presbyterian, 
was honored at the annual meeting 
of the Roman Catholic order’s ex- 
ecutive board and commissaries at 
St. Francis Retreat House here. 

The award is given to public 
figures “who make substantial con- 
tributions to world peace in their 
daily lives.” 
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—Our Decision— 
His Mission 
(Continued from page 6.) 


First, we assert that the brother- 
hood must come to a new sense 
of the Church. The local congrega- 
tion is not the sum total of the 
Church. It dare not say to any 
other congregation, “We have no 
need of thee.” From our earliest 
days we have sensed the church to 
be a “community of communities.” 
Each community of believers deter- 
mines its practices within the frame- 
work of a common mission—serving 
God and Christ. However, we have 
permitted our democracy and auton- 
omy to lead us to irresponsibility 
as a corporate body. The Church 
is based upon a covenant relation- 
ship between God and a people. 
This covenant is a testimony of 
God’s love and not man’s worth or 
righteousness. The mission of the 
Church is to be the body of Christ 
existing as the servant of His will. 
The church is to be a group of 
persons so committed to His mission 
that they will be a demonstration 
of the truth that Christ in the 
spirit is known to men and there- 
fore lives again. 

During the Decade of Decision 
we will be busy with restructure. 
Let our labors not be for “efficiency 
only” or “building an organization” 
or to get organized in order to 
“unite with somebody” or any 
similar purpose. Rather, we plead 
that restructure might lead us to a 
sense of the “church” instead of 
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“the churches” and that with it all 
we may retain that spirit of free- 
dom, tolerance, interdependence, and 
sense of mission that have been our 
best heritage. 

The second characteristic of our 
membership is our dedication to 
His mission, for which we are mes- 
sengers and _ delegates. What 
qualities of life must be in us? 
Let us mention a few. 


1. A new sense of commitment, 
a commitment so real that we will 
hazard our lives if need be that His 
message and mission may be pro- 
claimed and fulfilled. 

2. A fervency of spirit that comes 
from the knowledge that we are 
not our own but are bought with a 
price. As Paul admonishes us, 
“know ye not that you are not your 
own but are bought with a price.” 
A fervency of spirit that grasps us 
with the fact that we are bought 
from selfishness, greed, and pride 
to selfless service and giving that 
His mission may be fulfilled. 

3. A faith that we are in the 
long line of those who have been 
called. A faith that the message 
will not be carried unless we be- 
come a delegate for God. 


Having been involved from the 
very beginning in the development 
of the fixed purpose and program 
of our people for the decade ahead; 
having sensed the desire of many 
of our people for a new sense of 
mission as the church; having 
sensed the urgency which is upon 
us if we are to be messengers and 
delegates to fulfill His mission, we 
have sought to find a summary 
for the Decade of Decision which 
shall be a guide and a beacon to us 
throughout the coming years. Out 
of the divine inspiration of Paul 
which enabled him to write what 
we call “the love chapter,” we feel 
we have found this summary. May 
we paraphrase some of the Apostle’s 
inspired writing for our conclusion. 


“Tf I speak in the tongues of men 
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and of angels, but have not love, 
I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal.” For the Decade of Deci- 
sion we say if we have the best 
program and no sense of His mis- 
sion, we are but loud trumpeters 
of institutionalism. 

“And if I have prophetic powers, 
and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, 
so as to remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing.” For 
the Decade of Decision if the Dis- 
ciples of Christ have perfect 
techniques, organizational know- 
how, and believe we have all the 
truths but do not have a sense of 
the purpose of God, we have noth- 
ing. 

“If I give away all I have, and if 
I deliver my body to be burned, 
but have not love, I gain nothing.” 
For the Decade of Decision if we 
all become tithers and give to every 
phase of world outreach but are 
not partners with God out of love 
and compassion for all His people, 
then we are nothing. 

“Love never ends; as for prophecy, 
it will pass away; as for tongues, 
they will cease; as for knowledge, 
it will pass away. For our knowl- 
edge is imperfect and our prophecy 
is imperfect; but when the perfect 
comes, the imperfect will pass 
away.” For the Decade of Decision 
his mission never ends. His spirit 
will live even though other things 
may pass away, and our fixed pur- 
pose is to be committed to His 
mission and to be a _ spirit-filled 
community of God’s people. 


“When I was a child, I spoke 
like a child, I thought like a child, 
I reasoned like a child.” For the 
Decade of Decision we say that in 
the youth of our brotherhood we 
moved individually, but now that 
we are mature we are to move as 
the church, the mighty Church of 
God. 


“So faith, hope, love abide, these 
three; but the greatest of these is 
love.” 
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The Disciples’ First Lady — Mrs. Loren E. Lair 


Mrs. Loren E. Lair, “the Dis- 
ciples’ First Lady,” has _ been 
enthusiastic about her task of 
keeping pace with her busy hus- 
band as he has given leadership 
as president of the International 
Convention of Christian Church- 
es (Disciples of Christ). 


Audrey, a native of Maxwell, Iowa, 
is proud of her preacher husband, 
pleased that he was honored by be- 
ing elected president of the Conven- 
tion, but glad that “the big year” 
is over. 

Dr. Lair is the executive secretary 
of the Iowa Society of Christian 
Churches, with offices in Des Moines. 

Mrs. Lair has been traveling with 
him as he has attended Christian 
Churches’ conventions and special 
meetings in many parts of the coun- 
try—just as she does as he goes 
about his duties traveling in Iowa. 
Personable and vivacious, she thinks 
it has been good “to see the brother- 
hood” as the wife of the convention 
president. 

As assembly time drew near, she 
expressed confidence that the Louis- 
ville assembly would be “the best 
ever.” This issue goes to press a 
week before assembly time, but it 
appears her confidence is to be jus- 
tified by the facts. 

The Lairs have a married daugh- 
ter, a son and a grandson. The 
daughter is Mrs. Wayne Schneider, 
whose husband is a student-teacher 
at Drake University. Dr. and Mrs. 
Lair’s grandson is _ five-year-old 
Steven Schneider. The Lairs’ son, 
George, is a student at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. 

Asked if she has some “sage ad- 
vice” for ministers’ wives, Mrs. 
Lair responded with: “I have no 
prescriptions, but I do believe that 
being a good wife is a full-time job 
and that every minister’s wife needs 
to give much attention to the task.” 

The Disciples’ First Lady devotes 
herself, much of her time, interests 
and energies, to the work of her 
husband, now that the children are 
grown. 

Although she is active in the 
Christian Women’s Fellowship and 
has given leadership to the CYF 
activities, she is most happy in ful- 
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filling her tasks as “the wife of 
the state secretary.” 


Convention Presidents 


For the record and by request we 
are listing here the convention pres- 
idents, beginning with Alexander 
Campbell, who was president from 
1849 to 1866. 

Two former presidents recently 
joined the Church Triumphant: the 
late F. E. Davison, president of 
the centennial convention which was 
held in Cincinnati in 1949; and 
Cleveland Kleihauer, president of 
the 1954 convention which was held 
in Miami. Dr. Davison died June 
28 and Dr. Kleihauer died Sept. 16. 

National Conventions were not 
held in 1918, 1927, 1940, 1943, 1945, 
1951 and 1955. Area assemblies sup- 
planted the International Conven- 
tion assemblies in 1951 and 1955. 


1849-1866 Alexander 1891 D. R. Ewing 

Campbell 1892 A. M. Atkin- 
1867 D. S. Burnet son 
1868-1874 R. M. Bishop 1893 George Darsie 
1875-1876 Isaac Errett 1894 J. W. Allen 
1877 W. K. Pen- 1895 Jabez Hall 

dleton 1896 J. H. Hardin 
1878 A. |. Hobbs 1897 M. M. Davis 
1879 W. H. Hopson 1898 F. D. Power 
1880 T. P. Haley 1899 W. F. Rich- 
1881 Robert Mof- ardson 

fett 1900 W. K. Homan 
1882 B. B. Tyler 1901 1. J. Spencer 
1883 D. R. Dun- 1902 H. 0. Bree- 

gan den 
1884 A. G. Thomas 1903 A. B. Phil 
1885 Lt. Car putt 

penter 1904 Z. T. Sweeney 
1886 F. M. Drake 1905 E. L. Powell 
1887 C. L. Loos 1906 S. M. Cooper 
1888 J. H. Garri- 1907 George H 

son Combs 
1889 N. S. Haynes 1908 R. A. Long 
1890 T. W. Phil- 1909 Charles 

lips Medbury 


(Continued on page 22.) 
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ANY churches take pride in the 
way they select their leaders, 
train them for their work, furnish 
materials and help with their needs 
and questions during the entire per- 
iod of orientation and adjustment. 
Congratulations to such churches, 
but before any of them, “stick in a 
thumb and pull out a plum and say, 
‘What a good boy am I,’” let them 
ask what they do when eventually 
these same people come to the end 
of their terms of office? Is the at- 
titude still one of consideration and 
appreciation? Is the church as care- 
ful to terminate a period of service 
effectively as it was to begin it as 
it should be launched? 
At the end of each fiscal year 
many workers are replaced. Some 
elders, deacons and  deaconesses 





Samuel F. Pugh is executive di- 
rector of Local Church Life of The 
United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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When Their Terms of Office End 


come to the end of their three- 
year term of office—but they may 
not be sure whether or not they 
have another year of service. 

New officers are elected, notified, 
trained, helped, but what of the 
outgoing officers? Do they get a 
letter of appreciation or a note in- 
forming them that their term of 
office closes on a certain date? Is 
any public recognition of their work 
given at the last board meeting of 
the year? Does the church weekly 
periodical carry a list of the out- 
going as well as of the incoming 
officers? Does the pastor or the 
chairman of the board make a trip 
to the home or take time for a 
telephone call to say to department 
chairman or church school teachers 
that their services have been ap- 
preciated ? 

In all too many churches out- 
going leaders and officers are com- 
pletely ignored. Their names are 
removed from the mailing list. Their 
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counsel is no longer sought and no 
one acts as if they had ever been 
a part of a department, a board or 
a program. Like old soldiers they 
just “fade away” until another 
emergency situation sends a church 
leader to them to secure their valu- 
able services. 

When the end of a fiscal year ap- 
proaches it would be well to ap- 
point a committee to compile a list 
of outgoing officers and to make 
plans for letters of appreciation to 
be sent to each person who has 
served during the year. Informa- 
tion may be given to the congrega- 
tion and perhaps a recognition serv- 
ice held for workers completing a 
number of years of service. 

It is just as important to say, 
“well done” as to say, “please do.” 
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| by Esther Schneider Hanson 


OHN WHITLEY slumped in 
J his chair, his white head in 
his hands, his heart heavy at 
the thought of leaving his be- 
loved church, and the ministry. 
He had known retirement would 
come some day, but he wasn’t 
ready for it. Is a man ever 
really ready? he wondered. 

A glance at the clock told him 
it was time. He rose stiffly and 
went down the hall to the Board 
Room. 

There was a scraping of chairs 
as the members rose and waited 
for him to be seated. Would they 
let him finish the year, in spite 
of the attack? It had been a 
mild one. He searched the faces 


OCTOBER 30, 1960 


around him. But the men were 
looking at their papers, at each 
other, and only briefly at him. 
This didn’t look promising! 

Dr. Joe Scranton brought the 
meeting to order—the tall friend 
he had accompanied on so many 
missions of medicine and mercy. 
Joe cleared his throat; the hand 
that held his report trembled, 
and even before he began to 
read, John knew that this was 
the end of his work. 

“You cannot argue with an 
eighty-year-old heart,” Joe said, 
“even one as big as yours!” 

“So—you’re going to hand me 
a rocking chair and a whittler’s 
knife!” John said, trying to keep 


the bitterness from his tone. 
“There are still many things to 
do—many plans. . . .” Couldn’t 
they understand that one had to 
serve to live? 


They were kind, but they were 
all firmly agreed. Jim Barrett— 
I baptized him, thought John— 
rose to speak. ‘We all know how 
well Reverend Whitley has served 
us,” he heard Jim say. “And we 
want him to know that we ap- 
preciate it.” Jim came around 
the table and laid a paper in 
front of John—a deed for the 
parsonage! And John saw his 
and Mary’s names. “We've 
bought a lot west of town for 
the new parsonage,” Jim ex- 
plained. 

It was John’s turn to speak. 
But how could he tell them? 
How make them see that this 
was not what he sought. It was 
wonderful, he assured them, that 
he and Mary needn’t leave their 
home, and he thanked them all 
and heard them clear their 
throats as men will when 
touched. 

The meeting was mercifully 
over. Blindly John sought the 
sanctuary where he had stood 
for nearly thirty years. No 
more! For the first time he felt 
his eighty years. He knelt for 
a time in meditation, struggling 
to quiet the torment in his heart 
and prepare it for prayer. 

“Heavenly Father,” he prayed. 
“Deliver me from my own con- 
ceit. If I must drink of the cup, 
help me to do it bravely.” It 
might indeed be termed the 
‘*chalice of resignation”’—in 
more ways than one. “Help me 
to find other ways to serve 
Thee!” 

“Till the end of the month,” 
the Board had said. Time had 
never passed more quickly. John 
was assembling his personal be- 
longings and spending a last 
quiet hour in the study. In that 
leather chair, beside the desk, 
had sat countless young people 
who came to him for counsel. 
He had done what he could. 
There was a certain peace in that 
knowledge. 
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He became aware of acceler- 
ated activity in the church base- 
ment. It must be the Friday 
evening basketball game, he 
thought, chuckling when he re- 
membered the struggle he had 
had with the dignified Elders 
over that one. They hadn’t 
called him the “fighting parson” 
for nothing! 

There was a soft tap at the 
door and Mary, his wife, stood 
there. “I waited for you, dear,” 
Mary said. ‘It’s time for tea, 
and I made your favorite muffins 
today.” 

“There were some last-minute 
ends to tie,” John said, meeting 
her anxious look with calm eyes, 
“but I’m ready now.” He picked 
up his small bundle and his worn 
Bible. Then, with a last quick 
look around, he offered Mary his 
arm and guided her into the hall, 
closing the door gently behind 
them. 

All was quiet now. They met 
no one. It was as if they be- 
longed to another world, another 
age. 

Mary turned toward the base- 
ment, leading the way toward 
the gymnasium. John was sud- 
denly impatient to be gone, but 
he allowed her to have her way. 
She stepped back that John 
might open the door for her. 
But, as if by magic, not one, but 
both doors opened. 

Tables were spread the length 
and width of the great hall! He 
had a glimpse of flowers, can- 
dles, snowy tablecloths and smil- 
ing faces! 

Suddenly they were all sing- 


ing, “Onward, Christian Sol- 
diers,’” and John’s eyes were 
misty. He looked down at Mary. 


Her eyes were wet, too, and held 
a look that said she had known 
about this all along. 

Joe Scranton, looking very un- 
like a sedate doctor, led the 
honor guard that escorted them 
to the speaker’s table. 

The next hour was a confusion 
of speeches, music and laughter, 
some tearful. The Reverend 
John Whitley clutched it all to 
him, to remember. It had all 
been worth while—he was sure 
of that now. The devotion of 
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the shining faces, some scrubbed 
for the occasion and others near- 
ly as lined as his own, told him 
this. Over and over he said, 
“Thank you, Father, my cup run- 
neth over!” 

But the last speech, by Dick 
Matthews, told him how much 
they really cared. John saw 
Dick not as a successful lawyer, 
but as a smali boy with a sling- 
shot who had broken the large 
window in the gymnasium. He’d 
come to admit it, his tear-stained 
face pale with dread, and gone 
smiling from the office, a lollipop 
clutched in his grimy hands. 

“If there is anyone who is 
more qualified to teach the Bi- 
ble, we don’t know who he could 
be,” Dick said. ‘So, we’re ask- 
ing him if he will take over the 
adult and young adult groups 
and share some of that compre- 
hensive knowledge. How about 
it, Reverend Whitley?” 

Life was good! The Reverend 
John Whitley would never doubt 
this again. There was always a 
place for one who wanted to 
serve, a task to do. They were 
his people still, as long as they 
wanted and needed him! 
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SS “Where the Scriptures Speak . . .” 


E HAVE an old subject for 

study today. We may try 
to ignore it. We may tell bad 
jokes about it. We may try 
nervously to laugh it off. But we 
may be sure that our sin will 
find us out, sooner or later. 

As the first of a series of four 
lessons which discuss our rela- 
tionship to God through prayer, 
we have this study of the Thirty- 
second Psalm. The answer to 
the problem is given at the very 
outset, before the writer discusses 
his sin. 

Here is the familiar word, 
“Blessed,” which we have seen 
in several lessons this year. The 
person whose sins are forgiven is 
a happy, fortunate, blessed per- 
son. Such forgiveness will never 
take place until the individual 
faces the fact of his own sin. 

The Old Testament concept of 
God is often more rigid than 
that which we find in the New 
Testament. He often seems to 
be a heavenly bookkeeper who 
keeps account of our sins and 
punishes us according to the 
number. If this were actually 
the case, our physical bodies 
probably would not be able to 
stand the punishment necessary 
to recompense for all the sins of 
omission and commission that 
could be marked up to our credit. 

It is this concept that causes 
the psalmist to say that the man 
is blessed “to whom the LorpD 
imputes no iniquity.” (Verse 2.) 
He goes ahead in the rest of the 
passage to indicate that God will 
not impute iniquity to the per- 
son who confesses his sins. On 
the part of the person, there 
must be no deceit in his spirit, 
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Facing My Sin 


according to this same verse. 
Honesty with God, therefore, is a 
first requisite for forgiveness. 


Now that he has stated the 
conclusion, the psalmist goes 
back to discuss the process by 
which he faced his own sin. He 
does not say what it was. We do 
not know whether it was really 
a sin of his own conscious doing 
or whether the conditions of his 
physical life were such that he 
believed them to be punishment 
of God for some sin which he 
had committed. 

When a person becomes con- 
scious of sin and does nothing 
about it, he lives a frightful exist- 
ence. A person who faces up to 
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his own wrongdoing may possibly 
go along in a rather peaceful 
fashion, with no qualms of con- 
science. Once he has admitted 
to himself that he is doing wrong, 
no outward appearance of happi- 
ness can replace the innermost 
thoughts which begin to arise. 

These will affect the physical 
body as well as he mind, sooner 
or later. It is this state which 
the psalmist describes. (Verses 
3, 4.) His “body wasted away.” 
His strength disappeared, and he 
felt the hand of God “heavy” 
upon him day and night. 

Now we come to the verse 
which tells what the psalmist 
did. It is a simple and straight- 
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forward statement, and it be- 
comes the pattern for us all. He 
“acknowledged” his sin. He made 
no attempt to hide it. He said to 
himself, “I will confess.” Having 
thus made a clean breast of it, 
the Lord did “forgive the guilt.” 
It sounds very simple. It must 
be hard to do, for so many of us 
continue in sin. 

Actually, it ought not to be 
hard for the Christian to do this. 
As I said before, we have a fuller 
comprehension of the nature and 
love of God through Jesus Christ 
than the psalmist was privileged 
to have. It is difficult to acknowl- 
edge our sin to our neighbors and 
friends. We may even find it 
difficult to talk of them or con- 
fess them in the presence of our 
minister. 

This is especially true if we 
seem to have “a good reputa- 


tion” in the midst of the con- 
gregation. But we ought not to 
be embarrassed in the sight of 
God. He knows all about it, 
anyway. He stands willing to 
forgive the truly penitent sinner. 
Yet, he can do nothing until we 
make the first move and face our 
sin. 

It is interesting to note that 
the psalmist is not simply emo- 
tional about the release which he 
has received. The advice which 
he gives to others who will listen 
to him is sane and sensible. He 
sets forth a pattern which a per- 
son can consider with his mind 
and follow. The language is 
forceful enough. He says, “Be 
not like a horse or a mule.” 
(Verse 9.) I suppose we put 
most of the charge on the mule 
for being without understanding, 
but the psalmist plays no favor- 
ites. 


Meaning for Today 


HE recognition that no man 

is perfect leads all of us to 
face the fact that each one of us 
stands in need of forgiveness. 
We cannot confess our sins until 
we first of all recognize what 
they are. They may be sins of 
the flesh, or they may be sins 
of the spirit. They may be sins 
of omission or sins of commis- 
sion. Our first task is to identify 
our sin. 

Most people identify their sin 
in terms of the things they have 
been taught to believe are right 
or wrong. The moral and ethical 
teachings of our childhood have 
a strong bearing on us at this 
point. It is not unusual to find 
some people engage in the same 
activities with no sense of guilt 
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by Wayne H. Bell 


at all. All of us need to re- 
examine our lives in terms of 
our moral and ethical back- 
grounds. 

Then we need to evaluate our 
standards in terms of Jesus 
Christ. His ethic of love lays 
upon each of us a standard of 
thought and action which is fre- 
quently beyond our past experi- 
ence. Many good people do not 
feel sinful because they don’t 
recognize the higher levels of life. 
To reflect upon one’s life in the 
light of Jesus’ life and teaching 
may make any one of us feel sin- 
ful where heretofore we have 
been complacent in our goodness. 

As we meditate on the life and 
teachings of our Master, let us 
ask ourselves several questions. 


He ends with a twofold con- 
clusion. “Many are the pangs 
of the wicked.” (Verse 10.) He 
knew that from personal experi- 
ence. 

The opposite is also true; that 
“steadfast love surrounds him 
who trusts in the LorpD.” It calls 
for shouting, this forgiveness of 
sin. (Verse 11.) 

A careful following of the pat- 
tern laid down by the psalmist 
will profit every person. We need 
not dream up imaginary sins be- 
cause we think God has already 
been punishing us for them. We 
have enough real ones. As long 
as they are kept within, they 
build up pressure which sooner 
or later will likely cause us to 
explode. An honest confession 
is good for the soul. It puts us 
back into a right relationship 
with God and man. 


What are the sins of my life? 
Are they sins of the flesh? Are 
they sins of the spirit? Is my 
sin basically a matter of thought 
and feeling? Is it pride? Is it 
self-centeredness? 

To what extent are they sins 
of neglect? Failure to do good? 
Failure to grow spiritually? In- 
difference to the need of others? 

To what extent are my sins 
personal? To what extent are 
they social? Cannot a congrega- 
tion be as sinful as a person? 
Is it possible that my personal 
sin lies in the fact that I have 
missed a real purpose in life? 
Is it conceivable that a congrega- 
tion can completely miss its rea- 
son for being? 

Whatever our sins may be, 
they must be recognized by us 
before we can confess them as 
sins. Our lesson for today as- 
sures us of God’s forgiveness. 
What a blessing this is. The 
life and teachings of Jesus are 
the key to our hope. His very 
presence not only makes us aware 
of our sins, but encompasses us 
with the redeeming power of 
God’s forgiving love. 
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Head of New 
Program of Development 


Richard Lentz to 
Leadership Post 


INDIANAPOLIS—Richard E. 
Lentz became executive director 
of the new church-wide leader- 
ship development program of the 
Christian Churches Sept. 15. 

During the past four and one-half 
years, he served as national director 
of Christian Family Life. His suc- 
cessor in that post has not been 
chosen. 

Dr. Lentz has the dual responsi- 
bility of development of a church- 
wide program of leadership devel- 
opment and development of the pro- 
gram of leadership education for 
the Christian education leaders of 
the churches. 

The committee is called the pro- 
gram and policy committee on 
leadership development. It is made 
up of representatives from the ma- 
jor agencies concerned. 

As administrative director of this 
committee, Dr. Lentz is assigned 
the responsibility of guiding the 
members in planning the basic pro- 
gram and curriculum designed to 
develop the total leadership of the 
local church and to correlate the 
leadership development activities of 
the various departments to the end 
that there will be a comprehensive 
church-wide program of leadership 
development. 


Lesslie Newbigin Gave 


Peter Ainslie Lectures 


GRAHAMSTOWN, SOUTH AFRICA— 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin of the 
Church of South India gave the an- 
nual Peter Ainslie Memorial Lecture 
on Christian unity here at Rhodes 
University Oct. 18. 

Bishop Newbigin, president of the 
International Missionary Council, 
was a key leader in the negotiations 
which resulted in the union to form 
the Church of South India in 1947. 
He went to India as a missionary 
from the Church of Scotland. 

The Ainslie Lectures, established 
in 1949, are the only series of 
lectures in the field of Christian 
unity in the Union of South Africa. 
They are sponsored by the Council 


on Christian Unity, with head- 
quarters in Indianapolis, and are 
named in memory of Dr. Peter 


Ainslie, Disciples’ leader who led in 
founding the Council in 1910. 
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ARTHUR W. STEPHENSON chats 
with Dr. Charles Adams, director of 
church relations at Hiram College. 


Church in New Jersey 


NEw YORK CiTy—Park Avenue 
Christian Church of East Orange, 
N. J., Ross Willis, pastor, will con- 
tribute $15,000 during. the next ten 
years toward the organization of a 
new congregation in Chatham, N. J. 

Some 20 members of Park Avenue 
will provide the nucleus for the new 
congregation. 

The new church for Chatham is a 
cooperative venture on the part of 
the Disciples Union of Greater New 
York, the Christian Churches of the 
Northeastern Area, the United 
Christian Missionary Society and the 
East Orange Church. 


Principal Stephenson Is 
Hiram College Speaker 


Earlier this month Principal 
Arthur W. Stephenson, Australian 
educator and church leader, told 
Hiram College students that freedom 
is not a gift of man, but of God. 


“Unless based on this fundamental 
understanding, a person’s education 
is not complete and man’s purpose 
will not be fulfilled,” he declared. 


Emphasizing the lasting Christian 
influence, represented by Augustine, 
Wesley and Luther, he also pointed 
out other significant contributions 
to the cause of freedom in the 
world. 


Principal Arthur W. Stephenson 
is head of the Bible College at 
Woolwich in New South Wales. 


The Woolwich College is one of 
two Australian colleges sponsored 
by the Christian Churches (Disciples 
of Christ). Principal Stephenson has 
also been a pastor and editor of the 
weekly, Australian Christian. 


Earlier this year, he attended the 
World Convention of Churches of 
Christ (Disciples) in Edinburgh, Scot- 
land. He addressed the meeting of 
the National Evangelistic Associa- 
tion of the Christian Churches, which 
was held previous to the Interna- 
tional Convention Assembly. 


Congolese Christian Leader Touring U.S. 


INDIANAPOLIS—A Congolese Christian leader from Bolenge is tour- 
ing Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) in the United States. 


He is Paul Mbenga, the director- 
elect of the Congo Christian In- 
stitute. Mr. Mbenga is the first 
Congolese chosen for this position. 
He also is the legal representative 
of the Christian Churches in the 
Congo. 

Mr. Mbenga is the first Congolese 
member of the Christian Churches 
to visit in the United States since 
the visit of translator Mark Njoji 
in 1907-1909, according to the rec- 
ords of The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Congo Christian Institute is an 
interdenominational normal and col- 
lege preparatory school in Bolenge, 
Republic of the Congo (formerly 
Belgian Congo). Opened in 1928, it 
previously had missionary educators 
as its directors. 





Mr. Mbenga is a lay leader in the 
churches of the 
Christian Church- 
es in the Congo, 
being chosen by 
the Congress 
(convention  as- 
sembly) as_ its 
legal represent- 
ative. He worked 
his way up to a 
position of edu- 
cational leader- 
ship starting in 
primary schools assisted by the 
Christian Churches in the Mondombe 
area. 


Mr. Mbenga is married and the 
father of four. Since coming to the 
U. S. he has attended the United 
Nations sessions in New York and 
visited in U. S. Christian Churches. 
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A Raytown, Mo—Ewart H. Wyle, 
Jr.. who has been the youth di- 
rector for the Missouri Association 
of Christian Churches and formerly 
was the pastor of First Church, 
Lexington, Mo., has been called here 
to serve as minister for the Broad- 
view church. Mr. Wyle began his 
work early last month and was 
installed Oct. 2.—Will Sessions. 


AST. Louis, Mo.—William R. Rob- 
ertson, minister of First Christian 
Church, Richmond, Mo., will begin 
work here Nov. 1 at Union Avenue 
Christian Church as minister to 
youth, young adults and adults. 
Mrs. Wilbur Watkins will continue 
as director of children’s work and 
family life. 


ACuicaco, ILL.—LeRoy Cronkhite 
II has been called here to serve as 
pastor of the Irving Park Church. 
For the past six years he has been 
minister of the Christian Church in 
Rushville, Ill. A reception for Mr. 


INISTRIES 


Cronkhite and his family was given 
by the church on Sept. 25. He isa 
graduate of Eureka College and has 
taken graduate work at the Divin- 
ity School of Drake University. 


A Atsi4, Ia.—An installation serv- 
ice was held here on Sept. 18 for 
Miss Bobbie Kemp as the new di- 
rector of Christian education for 
First Christian Church. Miss Kemp 
received her B. S. degree in Chris- 
tian Education last June from 
Phillips University, Enid, Okla. A 
native of Denver,’ Colo., she was 
listed in Who’s Who Among Stu- 
dents in American Colleges and Uni- 
versities. 


A MANHATTAN, KAN.—Robert Swen- 
son, junior student at Kansas State 
University from Lyons, Kan., has 
been called to serve here in the 
capacity of youth minister for First 
Church. He will be responsible for 
the development of the intermediate 
and high school departments, will 


organize and direct youth choirs and 
serve as tenor soloist in the adult 
chancel choir. During the summer 
months he will have additional re- 
sponsibilities in the adult depart- 
ment. 


A WaltspurGc, WasH.—J. Raymond 
Fite, minister of First Christian 
Church, Toppenish, Wash., began 
work here Sept. 1 as minister for 
First Christian Church. 


A Kansas City, Mo.—Larry Alland 
has been called as minister of edu- 
cation for the Country Club Chris- 
tian Church. Mr. and Mrs. Alland 
have recently returned from the 
Belgian Congo where they served 
as missionaries with the United 
Christian Missionary Society. The 
Allands are both graduates of Texas 
Christian University and Mr. Alland 
received the B.D. degree from Brite 
College of the Bible. 


AEvc.iip, Onl0o—J. S. Collins, a 
graduate of Bethany College, began 
work Sept. 1 as pastor of Lake Shore 
Christian Church here. He holds the 
B.D. degree from Oberlin Theolog- 
ical Seminary. 


A Downey, CALiF.—Austin Coe has 
resigned his ministry with Lake 
Shore Christian Church, Euclid, 
Ohio, and is serving as pastor of 
Memorial Christian Church here. 


@ In addition to its services to the churches and their members, the Board of Higher Education 
provides the avenue through which the following member institutions find their relationship to 


the International Convention: 


Atlantic Christian College 
Bethany College 
Butler University 
Chapman College 
Christian College 
Christian College of Georgia 
Christian Theological 
Seminary 
The College of the Bible 
College of the Churches of 
Christ of Canada 
College of Missions 
Cotner School of Religion 
Culver-Stockton College 
Disciples Divinity House, 
Chicago 


Disciples Divinity House, 
Vanderbilt University 

Disciples Seminary Founda- 
tion, Claremont California 

Disciple Student Foundation 
of the Christian Churches 
of Kansas 

Drake University 

Drury School of Religion 

Eureka College 

Hiram College 

Illinois Disciples Foundation 

Indiana School of Religion 

Iowa Dept. of Campus 
Christian Life 


Jarvis Christian College 

Kansas Bible Chair 

Lynchburg College 

Midway Junior College 

Missouri School of Religion 

Northwest Christian College 

Oklahoma Christian 
Foundation 

Phillips University 

Texas Christian University 

Tougaloo Southern Christian 
College 

Transylvania College 

William Woods College 


BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 
H. L. Smith, President 
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Brotherhood News 





Visiting Lecturer 


CLEVELAND, OHIO—Waymon Par- 
sons, minister of Heights Church in 
suburban Shaker Heights, has been 
appointed as visiting lecturer in 
homiletics at the Oberlin (Ohio) 
Graduate School of Religion. He bes 
gan his new duties with the fall 
semester. 

Now in his 16th year at the local 
church, Mr. Parsons is a member 
of the board of directors of the 
Christian Board of Publication and 
has been active in many areas of 
brotherhood life. As visiting lec- 
turer he succeeds Dr. Harold Cooke 
Phillips—CLyDE H. EVANS. 


YOUTH SINGS 


128 favorite hymns, cho- 
ruses to spark youth 
meetings. Low cost: 
pocket size only 39¢ 
each, large size 67¢ each 
in quantity. Spiral bind- 
ing, pages lie flat. At 
book, music stores. 


Praise Book 


PUBLICATIONS 
oun 


° MINNESOTA 








Brazil 
Christian Mission 


Has been located in Goiania, the heart 


of Brazil since 1948. 


Has seven missionaries on this high 


plateau of central Brazil. 


Has five church groups in Goiania 


and five in rural areas. 


Has a ministerial institute in Goiania 
and a preparatory school in the 


new federal district-—BRASILIA. 


the construction of a church 
to seat 600 and Bible school 
plant for 400 in the first 
residential area of downtown 
Brasilia at a cost of $100,- 
000.00. 


Proposes 


Believes 200 churches, classes, indi- 
viduals giving $500.00 each 
over a_ three-year period 
(1960-63) will complete this 


project in the allotted time. 


Invites you to send gifts designated: 


BRASILIA 


FIRST CHURCH, HENDERSON, TEX., 
has broken ground for its education 
wing, consisting of 3,800 square feet 
of floor space, enlarging the present 
fellowship hall, doubling the kitchen 
space, a new pastors study and 
church office. The chancel will be 
remodeled and the sanctuary com- 
pletely redecorated. 

The funds for the addition were 
raised by selling of church bonds 
through the A. B. Culbertson Co. 


Over $50,000 worth of church bonds 











were purchased in one week. 
Pictured in the foreground (from 
left) are: E. S. Lovell, worship 
committee chairman; John Hardy, 
board chairman; Earl Adams, build- 
ing committee chairman; Mrs. Tyler 
Watson, representing charter mem- 
bers; Dean Addington, minister; and 
Freddie Crim, representing the 
youth.—RoBerRT D. MATHENY. 





BOLDNESS IN MATCHING OPPORTUNITY 


Above is architect Dr. Alberto Del Nero’s drawing of the proposed Brasilia 
Christian Church. It has been approved by Oscar Niemayer, famed Brazilian 
architect. The Brazilian government deeded to the Brazil Christian Mission an 
18,000 sq. foot block on April 13, 1960, in a restricted area in the heart of the 
new ultramodern capital—BRASILIA. Thanksgiving and Dedication services 
were held on April 21, 1960, when this new city was inaugurated. 


BRAZIL CHRISTIAN MISSION, 412 Winchester Ave., Martinsburg, W. Va. 
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TACT 


“The Light is 
Still Shining 
in the Darkness, 
and the 
Darkness 
Can Never 
Put it Out.” 


Emory Ross Nate moss 


How Far A 
Christian College 
Sends The 
Light! 

In Africa Alone 

Eureka = 

Light Bearers ea 
Have Set 
Aglow 

in the Darkness 
Myriads 

of 

Candles 


Georgia Bateman 
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NEWS CAPSULES ing a service of worship and communion each Garfield Christian Church, INDIANAPOLIS, 
Sunday afternoon at the Mercer County Rest IND., served as hosts recently for 13 youth 
Home. They are inviting ministers of the Prin- and four sponsors from the Pennsylvania 
ceton churches to speak at each service. A Avenue Christian Church, OKLAHOMA CITY, 


BHERBERT R. MOORE, minister of the West- 
hampton Christian Church, Roanoke, Va., has 
been elected president of the New River 


a OKLA., when the latter group stopped in 
District Convention of Christian Churches. apes - oe sagem ae bi Indianapolis overnight while a ii of 
RALPH: BISHOP of Pulaski will serve as vice- Con Cones he nt en a Oe eis aiet 2 ele 
president and L. COLEMAN GAMES of Rad- church. Mrs. F. H. ca: is the class from Garfield Church participated in providing 
ford, is secretary-treasurer. president and Mrs. Faye Grimme is the  t56q and lodging for the visitors. 
BMembers of the J O Y class of First Chris- teacher. Paul E. Woodard serves the church 
tian Church, PRINCETON, MO., are sponsor- as pastor. —DEADLINE 


(Continued from page 10.) 
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One Hundred Forty-four 


Veteran ministers, missionaries or their 
widows who are on the ministerial relief 
roll . . . will receive a special gift over 
and above their regular relief checks 
because of the 


International Convention Communion Offering 
Bethany-Antioch Communion Ware* | 


You are invited to make this memorial meaningful by sharing 
in this service. 


Commune and communicate to “the necessities of the saints.” 


Sunday, October 23, 1960, 4 P.M. 
Freedom Hall (Fairgrounds), Louisville, Ky. 


PENSION FUND OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
(Disciples of Christ) 
800 Test Building Indianapolis 4, Indiana 
*on display at the Christian Board booth. 
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CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES TOWARD 
WAR AND PEACE 


Roland H. Bainton. Pacifism, the just war, the crusade—these are 
the three attitudes toward war which have been espoused by the 
Christian church. In this discussion, Dr. Bainton traces the his- 
tory of each attitude and evaluates its importance and effect; and 
closes with a spirited discussion of which attitude is relevant to 
the atomic age. 304 pages. IIlustrated. $4.75 





STEWARDSHIP SERMONS 


Charles M. Crowe. Twelve sermons which outline the scope and 
meaning of stewardship and emphasize its importance to the 
Christian faith. Using much original human-interest material, Mr. 
Crowe vividly illustrates his talks with stories of people who have 
found new meaning in life by the unstinting giving of their time 
and talents, as well as their possessions. $2.50 


eta mers 


Peng te eed oe 
JESUS IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 


> ons 
Edward P. Blair. Based on evidence brought to light by the dis- Serm™ sid 
covery and subsequent interpretation of the Qumran texts (the er 
Dead Sea Scrolls), Dr. Blair explains that the new concept por- 
trays the Book of Matthew as a gospel, not as a code of conduct; me 


. “ ‘ . a 
and Jesus as a savior from sin, not merely a new lawgiver. This 


; : feng re 
discussion also examines Matthew’s doctrine of salvation. $3 é : 
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WORSHIP PROGRAMS FOR.jJUNIORS 


Alice A. Bays and Elizabeth Jones Oakberg. These 38 worship 
programs, each containing hymns, stories, suggested scripture 
readings, poems, and a closing prayer, can be adapted to fit 
almost any occasion or can be used as presented. It is an ex- 
cellent worship resource for juniors. The book also contains 
extensive sources for hymns suggested in the services, a selected 


\\ a bibliography, and an index. $3 f 


DEVOTIONS FOR JUNIOR HIGHS 


Helen F. Couch and Sam S. Barefield. Directly related to the 
junior high’s world by vocabulary, illustration, and subject, 
these meditations offer guidance for daily living. Each devo- 
tion deals with a problem or question which concerns most 
junior highs. These are examined in the light of the biblical 
passage which best answers them. $1.75 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 


TOWARDS CHRISTIAN UNION. Edited by James 
The Berean Press. 103 pages. 10 for $1.40 


Paper). 
THE SAGE OF BETHANY. Complied by Perry E. 
Gresham. The Bethany Press. 189 pages. $1.95 


(Paper) 
THE MYSTERY OF THE KINGDOM. By Ellaine 
—. The Christopher Publishing House. 128 


$3. 
v COmE TO a By Anna Laura and 
Edward W ape Abingdon Press. Approx. 40 


pages. $ .75 (Paper). 
PETER’S TOMB RECENTLY DISCOVERED » 
eae “h & Paul Peterson. Published ¥ 
Box 568, McKeesport, Pa. 
oo a (Paper. 


MISSOURI SCHOOL OF RELIGION 


@ service institution 


offering courses at the 


UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI 
Columbia 





ENJOY the 
SOME Sa 
ORO MU Leer tae 
parenthood... Learn it in 


being 





married 


TAU 1 
Fume mT 


MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1959 7 of Societies, 


Clubs, Groups, etc. ey enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 





Illus. 448 pp. Only $4.95 your orgapization. Samples FREE to Officials 
at your bookseller SANGAMON MILLS. INC. 
’ 
ASSOCIATION PRESS * 291 B'WY,N.Y.7 Established 1915 8-75 Cohoes, N. Y. 





NEW FRONTIERS 


of Service to the Brotherhood 
During the Decade of Decision 


USS COLLEGE 


CANTON, MISSOURI 


Training Young Men and Young Women to Serve as 


MINISTERS © DIRECTORS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CHRISTIAN SOCIAL WORKERS ¢ CHURCH MUSICIANS 
MISSIONARIES © CHURCH OFFICE WORKERS © EFFECTIVE LAY LEADERS 
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DR. ORVAL D. PETERSON, NBA PRESIDENT 


i DO not know what the next 10 years will 
bring. Of this I am sure, however, they will 
be decisive years for the Christian Churches, 
for the benevolence ministry of the church, 
and for mankind. It seems to be equally cer- 
tain that every Christian enterprise must 
be undergirded by the spirit of love and 
compassion, which is an inseparable part of 
our concept of the life, ministry, and pur- 
pose of Christ. 


Our NBA Homes are already hard-pressed 
in their earnest effort to meet critical needs. 
The many vital services of The National 
Benevolent Association will be called upon 
to provide the best we have in faith, cour- 
age, love and service. A maturing brother- 
hood will want to provide a mature Chris- 
tian response. Your prayers, your coopera- 
tion and understanding are essential as we 
come to grips with the challenges and op- 
portunities of the decisive years ahead. 


Since the Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) in their 104th Assembly of the In- 
ternational Convention at Portland, Oregon, 
on July 4-9, 1953, were aware of rapidly 
developing needs of health and welfare con- 
cerns, they adopted Resolution No. 36 (see 
pages 68 and 69 of the Disciples of Christ 
Year Book 1953), which in essence paves the 
way for an expanding program in Benevo- 
lence, and authorizes The National Benevo- 
lent Association of the Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) to proceed. This Res- 
olution No. 36 will be implemented in the 
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The Decisive 


Years Ahead 


Decade of Decision during 1960-1970. The 
implication of this Resolution has resulted 
in each NBA Home studying present pro- 
gram and making some Long Range plans, 
and creating a new Department of Research 
and Services which began on July 1, 1960, 
with Leslie G. Heuston as the Director. 


The Association has just published a 64-page 
book: “Decade of Decision for Benevo- 
lence,” edited by Miss Jessie M. Burke, 
NBA Publicity Director & Editor, setting 
forth the Decade plans for the Association 
and each NBA Home, covering the program 
for which The National Benevolent Associa- 
tion has approved Decade capital askings for 
almost $35 million dollars, which is included 
in the Brotherhood’s total capital Decade 
askings of nearly $600 million. Drop by the 
NBA Exhibit at Louisville International 
Convention and get a copy, or write direct 
to NBA Offices, 16th Floor, Landreth Build- 
ing, St. Louis 2, Missouri, for this book and 
other materials. All are free. 


The National Benevolent Association with 
its national program and the avenues of 
service provided to the churches through 
the NBA Homes come under the World Out- 
reach Committee and the Christian Action 
and Community Service Committee for the 
functional area of group planning procedures 
in the local church, if your church is organ- 
ied with functional committees for national 
and world outreach concerns. Some churches 
have appointed Benevolence Committees for 
these specific areas of concern and action. 
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No Soft Diet 
Winning What You Want. By J. 
Clyde Wheeler. The Bethany Press. 
156 pages. $2.95. 


J. Clyde Wheeler’s book Winning 
What You Want will attract many 
readers by its appealing title, but 
the same title will also cause many 
persons to prejudge it as anotherina 
flood of books on self-improvement 
and thin religious platitudes. There 
are so many volumes on the “how to 
be happy though frustrated” theme 
that the thoughtful reader, gener- 
ally, is looking for more solid diet. 

But this book is not soft diet, nor 
do its chapters deal with self-im- 
provement suggestions. In fact, this 
reviewer found himself wanting to 
hand it immediately to persons 
whose problems are identified with 
those which the author treats in a 
most interesting style—worry, 
temptation, loneliness, sorrow and 
others. 

Just as a good sermon brings the 
light of the gospel to bear on a 
common or particular human prob- 
lem, so this good book focuses the 
searchlight of the Scriptures on 
problems which plague all of us. 
The intimate style of writing 
creates a sense of being in the pres- 
ence of a Christian counselor who 
is talking directly to you.—DUDLEY 
STRAIN. 


Devotional Book 

Contfronting Christ. By Elton 
Trueblood. Harper & Brothers. 180 
pages. $3. 

Dr. Trueblood has written a most 
excitingly different devotional book. 
He has taken the Gospel of Mark 
(Revised Standard Version) and di- 
vided it into 60 short Scripture 
passages. Each passage he inter- 
prets in a scholarly and prayerful 
manner. 

This book is not for the person 
who wants a simple story for his 
devotions each day, but is rather 
for the person who is willing to 
confront Christ day by day in an 
intellectual, searching and revitaliz- 
ing way. 

Although the book is designed to 
be used for only a twc-month period, 
it may be referred to again and 
again for additional thought and 
prayer.—Mrs. G. HUGH WILSON. 
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‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


Church School 


The International Lesson Annual, 
1961. Edited by Charles M. Lay- 
mon. Abingdon. 448 pages. $2.95. 


For many years this volume, pub- 
lished annually, has been one of the 
most popular commentaries on the 
church school lessons. Comprehen- 
sive—using both the King James 
and Revised Standard versions in 


CHAPMAN 
COLLEGE 


opportunities 
for student 
employment 


and loans 


Orange, California 


parallel columns—it has been con- 
sidered by many to be the best in 
scholarship and interpretation. 
Writers of the sections explaining 
the Biblical texts include Dwight 
E. Stevenson, Andrew W. Black- 
wood, Floyd V. Filson and Rhoda C. 
Edmeston. Roy L. Smith presents 
what the Scripture means in terms 
of life today and the reader will find 
articles for special days.——R. E. B. 


RECREATION AND 
STUDY UNDER THE 
CALIFORNIA SUN 


housing for 
married 
students 


BE SURE 


To visit the NBA Homes en route to the 


INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
(Disciples of Christ) 


Louisville, Kentucky 
October 21-26, 1960 


To visit the NBA Booth in Exhibit Hall 


To attend the Open House of the 


CHRISTIAN CHURCH HOMES of KENTUCKY in 
Danville and Louisville 


To hear the NBA Session, Monday, October 24 
Dr. Paul M. Bolman, Speaker 


To attend the Benevolent-Social Welfare Dinner 
Tuesday, October 25. Brown Hotel, Ball Room 


THE NATIONAL BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 
OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
(Diciples of Christ) 


16th Floor, Landreth Building, St. Lovis 2, Missouri 
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59 good reasons 
for giving through 
UNIFIED PROMOTION 


Fifty-nine brotherhood agencies look to your church 
for regular support through Unified Promotion. 
These agencies help to extend your Christian outreach 
in world mission, church extension, higher education, 
state and area missions, ecumenical concerns, Disciples 
historical interests, brotherhood convention office, 
home mission ministries, Christian education and 
church development. 


Send offerings to 


UNIFIED PROMOTION 


of Disciples of Christ 
Unified Outreach of Christian Churches 
Box 19036, Indianapolis 19, Indiana 


Educational Institutions 


Atlantic Christian College 
Bethany College 
Chapman College 

Cotner College 


Disciples Foundation 
(Vanderbilt) 


Disciples Seminary Foundation 
(S. California) 


Eureka College 
Illinois Disciples’ Foundation 
Indiana School of Religion 


Lynchburg College 
The College of the Bible 
BOE Uri Tit mel i-re l= 


National Agencies 


Board of Church Extension 
Board of Higher Education 
Council on Christian Unity 
Disciples of Christ Historical 


Society 


Pension Fund 


United Christian Missionary 


Society 


International Convention 


National City Christian Church 
(designated gifts only) 


State and Area Societies 


Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California, 
North 
California, 
South 
Capital Area 
Colorado 
Florida 
Georgia 
Ker latemmmetolei an 
IHinois 
Indiana 
lowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Michigan 


Minnesota— 
N. Dakota- 


Mississippi 


Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 

New Mexico 
North Carolina 


Northeastern 
Area 


Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
ea TATAESS AR eae 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wyoming 
All-Canada 
Committee 











“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 





Value in Prayer Chain 
Editor, The Christian: 


I was amazed to note that only 
277 churches from 35 states entered 
into the Prayer Chain sponsored by 
the Department of Evangelism. We 
have had such a chain for the past 
four years, taking the suggested 
time given by the department and 
have had a spiritual awakening as 
a result of participation. 

Our people now look forward to 
the 24-hour prayer vigil as a part 
of their year’s program to the ex- 
tent that several have suggested 
that it be twice a year. Churches 
not participating are robbing them- 
selves of a great and glorious bless- 
ing.—PAUL ERRETT FARRELL, Azusa, 
Calif. 





A. T. DeGROOT 


A. WAYNE BRADEN 
Professor of Distinguished Professor 
Homiletics of Church History 





CHARLES F. KEMP 
ay | rv Professor 
‘astoral Care 


HAROLD L. LUNGER 
Professor of 


of Christian Ethics 





Socata 


GENTRY A. SHELTON 
Assoc. io of 
Religious Education 


JOHN W. STEWART 
Asst. Professor 
of Old Testament 
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—Alexander Campbell 


More Encouraging 
Editor, The Christian: 


From my childhood I remember 
the expression, “Familiarity breeds 
contempt.” Having just read your 
editorial in the Aug. 7, 1960, issue 
of The Christian, I want to thank 
you for your new interpretation— 
i.e., “Fellowship breeds understand- 
ing.” How much more encouraging 
and Christlike! God grant that the 





Commemorative Church Plates 


Have your church picture perma- 

nently etched on a plate. Information or 

samples sent—no obligation to buy. 
DAVID’S ART STUDIO 

Box 521 - - = East Liverpool, Ohio 











ow 
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WILLIAM D. HALL 
Assoc. Professor 
of Missions 


ee eT 


GLENN C. ROUTT 
Asst. Professor 
of Theology 


M. JACK SUGGS 
Professor of 
New Testament 
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Letters ... 


world-wide closeness resulting from 
modern travel and communication 
facilities will be in the true spirit 
of fellowship.—Mrs. J. T. BRIDGES, 
Valdosta, Ga. 


SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
SINGS 


Wonderful combina- 
tion of 122 hymns 
and choruses. For 
Sunday School, VBS, 
Jr. Church, Bible 
Clubs, camps. Only 
39c ea. in quantity. 


Praise Book 


At book | 
and 1 MOUND 
music | 

1 

1 





PUBLICATIONS |Raditpeeale 
Stores 





ELMER D. HENSON 
Dean, Brite College 


EACH OF THESE MEN is distinguished in 
his field. Together they give Brite College of 
the Bible, TCU, a program of unsurpassed 
quality and excellence in the training of youth 


for the ministries and vocations of the church. 


BRITE COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE, 
TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY, Fort worth 


Excelling in Higher Education since 1873 
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Some Important Ifs 





IF you believe the pursuit of knowledge to be worthy 
of four exacting years 


IF you require a faculty dedicated to teaching and to 
productive scholarship 





IF you want a program designed for individual growth 
on the campus of one of our oldest Disciple-related 
institutions 


Then ... 
YOU will be interested in HIRAM COLLEGE 


IF your high school record is one of scholastic achievement 


IF your Scholastic Aptitude Test scores of the College Entrance Exami- 
nation Board are high 


IF you are active in your church 


IF you contemplate a career of Christian service in any profession 


Then . 
HIRAM COLLEGE is interested in YOU 


For further information, write: 








A. J. de FLUMERE 
Director of Admissions 
Hiram College 

Hiram, Ohio 


OCTOBER 30, 1960 (1405) 29 









Convention Assembly 


Sunday Morning Devotions 


We Search for Thee, 
O God 


SUNDAY MORNING 
OCTOBER 23, 1960 


Today will be a great day of 
worship and inspiration with serv- 
ices at the city’s churches this 
morning, the Communion hour in 
the afternoan and Dr. Albert Ed- 
ward Day’s message, “Waiting for 
Wings,” tonight. 

All of us should approach this 
day with anticipation and receptiv- 
ity. It is hoped that every person 
attending the assembly will use this 
personal meditation in his devo- 
tions Sunday morning. 


O Lorp, Thou hast searched me 
and known me! 

Thou knowest when I sit down 
and when I rise up; 

Thou discernest my thoughts from 
afar. (Ps. 139:1-2) 


SCRIPTURE: Psalm 108:1-16 


Read these verses, then reread 
them in even more reverent medita- 
tion. 


PRAYER 


Eternal God, Thou who knowest 
me, forgive me, that forgiven I 
may focus my thoughts not on self 
but on thee. Life seems so small 
and so complicated when my prayers 
whirl around my own needs, my 
own longings, my own failures. 
Knowing that thou art aware of me 
I would be more aware of thee. 
Help me to see thee as thou art. 
Help me to understand thy love and 
to have some comprehension of thy 
nature. Help me to relate all life 
to thy purpose and to lose myself 
in that purpose. 

AMEN. 


* * * 


Let the worshiper contemplate the 
nature of God and express in audible 
or written words his own thoughts 
about God in a prayer of adoration. 
He may wish to use the following 
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by Samuel F. Pugh 


words along with other words of 
his own .choosing: Creator, Father, 
Eternal, Friend, Lord, Comforter, 
life, man, praise, hallowed, adore, 
universe, justice, understand, good- 
ness, mercy, love, endures, forever. 


* * &* 


Consider the meaning of “The 
Grace of God.” For reference see 
2 Corinthians 3:4-6; Ephesians 1: 
16-23; Romans 5:21; 2 Corinthians 
6:1 and 12:9; Hebrews 4:16; 1 Peter 
4:10. 

Think of the potential power of 
God in the three services that this 
day will bring... 

MORNING. Thousands of Chris- 
tians worshiping together in Louis- 
ville and in every city, village and 
country church. With real dedica- 
tion on the part of all who worship 
it could be said that we Christians 
turn the world upside down! But 
will we? " 

AFTERNOON. In remembrance of 
him. We Disciples, thousands strong, 
will make vows for changed lives, 






changed homes, changed churches 
and changed society. But will any- 
thing come of those vows? Or will 
they become a part of the clutter of 
our lives and be lost among other 
failures of the past? 


EVENING. Dr. Day will show us 
“our wings,” teach us to use them, 
point us in the direction that wings 
could carry us. We will be inspired 
for the moment, lifted to new pur- 
pose and renewed determination. 
But will it be a temporary response 
and nothing more? Resolves must 
culminate in fulfillment or they un- 
dermine self-respect. Let us be 
receptive to the call of God. 


Prayer: 


Eternal God, 
You who hear our prayers 
Through every busy day 
And sleepless night, 
Is it true 
That you cannot find us 
Until we find you? 
That in the act of discovering you 
We are discovered by you? 
Is it true 
That you have been waiting, 
Waiting, waiting— 
For true dedication, 
Unwilling to force yourself upon us 
Or insist upon our response? 
Is it really true 
That we have never found you? 
Never truly dedicated ourselves 
To you? 
As we see our failures 
Mirrored in a world 
Uneasy, frightened, distraught 
We know it is true! 
Find us, God! Find us today 
As we relent, repent, respond 
In Grand Discovery! 
Help us in finding you 
To find ourselves— 
And in such discovery 
To find 
Fulfillment. 
AMEN. 


DIVIDE AND PERISH 
by Jesse T. Potts 


Schismatic people often perish, 
As extraneous views they stress; 


The central truths they fail to cherish, 
Hence from truth they oft digress. 


A central truth is that the Master 
Was hanged upon a cruel tree; 


Yet, schismatics 


court disaster 


O’er tweedledum and tweedledee! 


Alas, we pull our temples down 
With quarrels, on the road to glory; 
And make for Christ another crown, 
As in Golgotha’s awful story. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


The Ability to Build 
Is YOURS 


Church Extension currently holds over 
$10,000,000 in trust funds from indi- 


viduals, churches and church organiza- 





tions—all of which is being used to 


— > finance Christian church building pro- 
so NA grams. 


» YOUR SAVINGS EARN 


327 on 


PASSBOOK ACCOUNTS 


4% on 


INVESTMENT CERTIFICATES 





BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


110 South Downey Avenue Indianapolis 7, Indiana 


Please send additional savings plans information to: 





Christian Social Concerns Monday's Emphasis 


The fourth day of the 1960 as- 
sembly of the International Conven- 
tion will focus on Christian social 
concerns. 

Headline speakers for the after- 
noon session will be Richard M. 
Fagley, author of The Population 
Explosion and Christian Responsi- 


bility, who will discuss “Responsible 
Parenthood and the Population Ex- 
plosion”; and Paul M. Bolman who 
will discuss Christian benevolence 
under the title of “Your Old Man.” 
Bolman is pastor of Hamilton Ave- 
nue Christian Church, St. Louis. 
The evening speaker will be Miss 


Wale CANES ITA 


he Internationa] Te Dail 
| 


of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) 


Convention Communion Sunday at 4:00 


“Building the Devotional Life” 
is the central theme for tomor- 
row’s program of the Interna- 
tional Convention assembly. 


One of the highlights of the en- 
tire assembly will be the convention 
Communion service to be held Sun- 
day afternoon from 4 to 5 o’clock 
in Freedom Hall. 


Conventioners have been urged 
to start the day with morning 
meditations by reading devotional 
material in the quiet of their room. 
Material suggested for devotions is 
provided on page 30 of this issue 
of THE CHRISTIAN. 

Delegates will be worshiping in 
various churches in the greater 
Louisville area tomorrow morning. 
Information on speakers, times of 
services and locations is provided 
in the program book. 

Christian Churches’ ministers and 
executives will be supplying the 
pulpits in numerous Protestant 
churches. 

Dr. Albert Day, author and leader 
of many inspirational conferences, 
will address the evening session, 
which gets under way at 8 o’clock 
with the hymn sing. 

The speaker is author of numerous 
publications relating to the devo- 
tional life and he was once head of 
the New Life Movement. 


College Luncheons Monday 


Thirteen college luncheons are 
scheduled Monday in various hotels. 

Information on these may be ob- 
tained by referring to the program 
book or college booths. 


Ministers’ Breakfast Tickets 


All ministers should pick up their 
complimentary tickets for the Oreon 
E. Scott Ministers’ Breakfast at the 
Pension Fund booth no later than 
noon Monday, according to Hollis 
Turley, president of the Pension 
Fund. 

Dr. Carlyle Marney, of Charlotte, 
North Carolina will be the speaker 
at the breakfast set for 7:00, Tues- 
day at the Kentucky Hotel. 


Christian Board Party 


The Christian Board of Publica- 
tion will hold an after-session 50th 
Anniversary Party Monday night in 
the CBP exhibit area. 

Wilbur H. Cramblet, president of 
CPB, promises fellowship, fun and 
souvenirs for everyone. 


“Edinburgh Echoes” 


A reception for those who at- 
tended the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ at Edinburgh this 
summer will be held after Mon- 
day’s session in the Grand Ball- 
room of the Sheraton Hotel. 


Marian V. Royce, women’s director 
for Canada’s department of labor. 
She will speak on “Frontiers and 
Christian Ethics.” 

Activities get underway as early 
as 7 A.M., when the quest breakfasts 
are scheduled. Over 1,000 Disciples 
are expected to participate in ten 
breakfast sessions. 

The morning assembly session be- 
gins at 9:30, when the first thing on 
the program will be a panel of 
ministers which will consider the 
topic: “Look at Critical Issues.” 
Panelists are Jay R. Calhoun, as- 
sistant dean, Disciples Divinity, 
House, University of Chicago; W. A. 
Welsh, pastor, East Dallas Church, 
Dallas; and John R. Binkley, pastor, 
Grant Park Church, Des Moines. 

Professor S. Marion Smith of 
Christian Theological Seminary will 
deliver the Bible lecture on the 
Subject: “The Bible Speaks on 
Christian Social Concerns.” Also 
scheduled during the morning ses- 
sion is convention business. 

The afternoon session begins at 
three o’clock, with Dr. Fagley’s ad- 
dress first on the program. 

Among the _ dinner’ meetings 
scheduled is the annual meeting for 
the Council on Christian Unity, 
which will be held in the Mirror 
Room of the Kentucky Hotel at 
5:30 P.M. 


Pilgrimages Thursday 


Two post-conventions pilgrimages 
—one in Kentucky and the other in 
Tennessee—are scheduled Thursday. 

The “Kentucky Tour” begins at 
8 A.M., when delegates leave Louis- 
ville by car or bus, and it includes 
visits to Midway Junior College; 
The College of the Bible, Lexington; 
the offices of the Kentucky Chris- 
tian Missionary Society; Transyl- 
vania College; and Cane Ridge. 

Established in 1791, the Cane 
Ridge meeting house is regarded by 
many as the birthplace of the Chris- 
tian Churches’ movement. 

The “Nashville Tour” will include 
visits to: Vanderbilt University and 
its Divinity School; the Disciples 
Divinity House at Vanderbilt; the 
offices of the Tennessee Christian 
Missionary Society; Vine Street 
Christian Church. 

Information on either of the tours 
is available at booths of the agencies 
and institutions to be visited. 





